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TLE SENT 
EDISELE Of de V- 


RILLAC ADVOCATE IN 


the Parliament of PARIS, 
To Menſieur de Prillac his Fa- 


-- 


- | = = Oft deare, and my moſt 
N (Pp honoured Pather and 
VII Mother, I lay the truth 
in Chriſt I lie not, my 
Conſcience bearing me 
witneſſe, that I haue 
continuall ſorrow and 
grie fe in my heart, that T 
— muſt forſake you, as tou- 
ching the world: my griefe being the more for 
that I know how much my eſtranging my ſelſe 
from you, will breed you ſorrow and afffiction. 
But this hope haue I in God, that your ſorrow 
>» Toy (hall 
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. 
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2 
ſhall be turned into ioy, and your affliction into 
conſolation, when your wiledomes(void of paſſi- 
on, and worldly reſpeAs) ſhall conſider, that the 
voyage which ſeparates me from you, is to bring 
me ncercr to God, and to ſet my Conſcience at 
reſt and quiet. 

For I may no longer conceale it from you, that 
by the often reading and ſerigus meditation ofthe 
holy Scriptures, together with calling vpon the 
name of God, the Lord hath ſhewed me that mer- 
cie, to ſee on the one ſide the new corrupt errors, 
ſuperſtitions, and hereſies ofthe Roman Church, 
and on the other (ide, the pure truth, taught in 
thoſe Churches that are purged from the nouelty 
of Popery, and reformed according to the true 
Antiquitie of the Apoſtles and Prophets. 

Which knowledge I confefle J haue for ſome 
time held as captiue vnder feate, ſuffering my ſelſe 
vnwiſely to be carried away with their opinion, 
who thinke it ſafeſt to (way with the time, to be- 
leeue with the Doctors, and to liue with the mul- 
titude; to giue the heart to God, and the body to 
Pal. 39. 2. 3. the world. / was dumbe, and ſayd nothing, 1 kept ſt 

lence, euen from good: bat my anguiſh . 1 

4 heart waxed hot within me, and the fire kindled in my 
= meditation, wherefore 1 ſpake with my tongue. 

3 For if heretofore the ſonne of King Cra ſas 

beganne to ſpeake, ſeeing his Father in danger: 

Who will thinke it ſtrange, to ſee my tongue foo- 

ſed in a ſubiect, where ir haſtens to ſer forth the 

glory of God my eternall Father, and the ſaluati- 

on of mine owne ſoule? | 


For 


* 


Fer, Vith the heart we belerue, bus with 2 3 on. 
wee confeſſe to ſuluation : for which cauſe Jeſus 


Chriſt ſaith, That whoſocucr ſhall confeſſe him before 12 4 5 


men, he will confeſſe him before his Father which 1 1 


heaxen ; But whoſocuer ſhall 2 him before men, hins 
will he 4 before his Father whichis in keanwen, And 


the Apo e alſo ſaich; Come out from amont ſt them 2 Cor, 6. 17. 


| (meaning from Idolaters) and ſeparate your ſelues, 
and touch us vncleane thing. And the Spirit of God 
Apoc. 18. Goe out of Babylon my people, left yee par- 
take of her 2 that yee receiuc not of her plagues. 
God will haue no ſocietie with Satan, nor Com- 
munion with the world ; he will not with the har- 


lot haue his childe divided ; he will haue all, or 2 King. 3. 26. 


nothing. For what hath righteouſneſſe to dee with 
iniquiizte ? And what commnnion bath light with 
darkeneſſe ? Or what agreement bath Chrift. with Be 
lial? Or what portion hath the beleeuer with the Infi. 
41? Or the Temple of God with Idols . 

And here I called that to minde which God 
heretofore ſaid vnto the Itraclites, by the mouth 
of the Prophet Eliah, How low 1 bose 1 King. 18. 

opinions ? if Gol be God follow kin but Baal follow 
im. Ihe ue aduiſedly conſidered of what great 
validitie that . of our — Thais Mat. G. 24. 
impoſſible to ſerne two maſters; and haue often cal- 
led that to minde which wereade Mat. 11. That 
the kingdome of heauen ſuffers violence, and the vio- 
lent take it b wa 
haue 8 confideredthan God will hauc his 
children marked, notonely with an inward ſeale, Erbe. 1. 13. 
butalſo wich the marke of an outward proſeſſion, 
A 3 and 


2 Cop 6, 14. 
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Kung 15.15. andt 
ſelſe ſeuen thouſand men (not onely who had not 


4 


ter 19. God faith hee had reſerued to him - 


beleeued in the Idolatries of Buai, but) who had 
nor bowed the knee to Baal, nor kiſſed him. And 
in the ſeuenth Chapter ofth Apocalyps, v. ;. John 
beheld in a Viſion an Angel, hauing the ſeale of 
the liuing God, to marke the ſeruants of God in 
their forcheads: teaching vs therein, that if wee 
will be reputed the ſeruants of leſus Chriſt, wee 
muſt openly make proſeſſion of the Truth, the 


Lohn 12. 26. which himſelfe teacheth vs in S. Jahn. If any one 


Mat. 12. 30. 


Dan. 3. 15. 
out ward y ro worſhip his Image; and the greateſt 


ſerneth me, let him fallem me. For he that is not with 
me, is againſt me, and he that gathereth not with me, 
ſeattereth. 


I Raue alſo oſten thought wich my ſelfe that che 
Deuill demanded nothing of Teſus Chriſt, but 
phat the worldly wiſe giue vnto him. For the De- 


uill having ſhewed Ieſus Chriſt all the kingdomes 


ofthe world, and the glory thereof, ſaith, 11 rhe/c 


things will I giue thee ( not if thou beleeue in me, 


but) if thou ſhalt fall lomne and worſhip me. Nabu- 


chaanezar required nothing of thoſe three wor- 
thies which were caſt into the fiery Furnace, but 


tyrants not being able to diſcerne the thoughts of 
the heart, content themſelues with the bodice and 
the rongue. . 

Yea, I thought, that if it ſufficed to beleeue the 
truth, without making profeſſion of it, in vaine 
ſhould ſo many Martyrs haue maintained it be- 
fore their Tudges , and confeſſed it in the very 


flames, 


haris the cauſe why in the 1. booke of Kings, 


2 
4 * 


5 
PE ſigned with ele bloud, and ſcaled with 
their death. 
| Aud ſceing the Church on earth, is like vnto 
- 1jraclin Egypt, and Haniel in the Lyons dep, and 
chat in the èyes of rhe world, it is nothing but 
weakneſſe, and as it were a few Lambes in the 
midſt ofa multitude of Wolves, if it ſhould con- 
forme it ſelſe to the times, there would neuer bee 
any Church. And in withdrawing our ſelues from 
the houſe of God, we ſhall not onely mn inco the 
mples ofPapilts, but alſo into the Temples of 
rs et me Way. of fexcuſe, yet 7 1 beleewe it 


vf. 
N it le ile ha tha rme, that it ſufficeth 
conceitof his Father, 


not achildetohave 4 tk 
ihe 11 2 18 chat it is ngt e- 


— for 12 ode ptaine, if hee 
fight not vnder oh an and that ſhee Ct bar 
firumper, who inder pretence of keeping her 
hart to her husbang,proftitnte 
gers; a8 allo thx 1 
| children to be to | 
nameof 41g Bf Wearevn archi 
of ſo greataKing, i nec 
Livery, tor ſuch a 
rich a 
In a word, . 
eth no annere more 


il to Far: 
Las, Site "Ay er hot; 
| A 4 f 


f 


Neu. 21.8, 


He died for m 


* 5 


er nelther cold nor hot, but lale warne, 1 will pew 


thee out of my mouth. And thence it is, that I haue 


* bin terrified wich that horrible chreac which God 
.  pronouncerh in 4pvc.2 f. againſt ſuch as feare man 


more then God, and the 1 rather then the 


| Maiſter, for not onely to vnbeleeuers, abomina- 


ble, murtherers, whoremongers, ſorcerers, Idola- 
ters, and all lyars, Bur 4 unto the fearefull js reſer. 
ved that lakeof fire and brimſtone, which u the ſecond 
death. Nay, were it that God threatned vs not at 
all with ſach terrible puniſhments, yer ought wee 


to be aſhamed, having receiued ſo many mercics 


from him, to repay him with ſo, horrible ingrati- 
tude ; it being monſtrous, that ſuck who make 
Conſcience to ſteale from other men their goods, 
nanny yet dare to defile themſelues with ſacti- 


or there! is nota wotſe ſacriledge, then to rob 


God of hisg gloryand he is worthie to be branded 
for a double de 
, defence! of his cavſewhich he owes vnto him. 


er who denies vnto God that iuſt 


is 1s ir chen T have confidered with my ſelſe: 


kleb. 2. TY le F not aſhamed to call me his brother, 
8 And ſhou 


nis ſerv 


*aftiamed ro e my ſelfe to be 
ry noribd dis ſhed his bloud 
for me, and ſhould I { 8 8 ſpeake fot his truth ? 

y iuarfon, and ſhould Tnorliuc to 


his glory? 
Iconciuded chen ,thar ſeeing he meant t plo- 


' rifie my foule aritl'bodie in heaven, it is Juſt and 
þ reaſdnable. chat in ſoule and bodie?  glorific him 
on earth: according to 'the exhortion of the A- 


poſtle, | 


» 
- 
1 — 


7 * X 
le, Te areboapght for 4 price, Levi God then i Cor. c. ac 
3 e Spit, f he ere Gods. And + Cor 6.26 
yet I muſſ tell du chat G6 ah not ſetled me in 
this reſolution, but chrough many conflicts. For 
the fleſh to weaken my faith, was readie to rocke 
me aſleepe in her lap: and this fleſh, a {worne ene- 
mic, that ſhee might ſlifl retaine me in llet bonds, 
and hinder meſrom aſcending the moutiraine of 
ſaluation, cauſed me to looke backe towards thoſe - 15. 204 
worldly rofirs which I was to abandon: ſhe told = 
me that I ſhould breake che necke of all my For- 
tunes ( a they are wont now adaycs to ſpeake )* 
andſhouldir priſon my ſelfe within the den of 
perpetuall ignominie, & this obiection I confeſſe 
ſomew hat the more daunted me being now 725 
to thoſe yeares which naturally 


Iud. 26, 1 


long 
and thirſt after pray ſes 1 ng oder 


ſtudies alſo hauing raiſed me vpon 115 7 
lead to honours, xhereunto the Acre e 


But ageine rrhoagh, chat 1 
the er chro retaine me 19 5 pa 
filthineſſe of her abominations, meant f wen ie 
Potiphats wife, who inticet? hrora) dt tit N | 
tery with fer) tõ hoſd me h ecloke, —_— 
the conſideration of earth ycommodities and | | 
therefore I choſc ratherto + myclokewith Jo- 
ſepb, then to forſake mine innocencie, or to make 81 
any breach in my Conſcience. 
I conſidered, that all the riches and honours of I 
| this world, arc turned to worme wood, to him that 
feares not God, and that all the Pleaſures . 
53 3 


— 2 — 


— — 


iel, are but Nike to the Bees, which haue h 
in their mouth, bi Wing in their tayle: the be- 
ginning ſeemes plealing, but the end lamentable, 
tor aſter a ſhort laughter, anda few fond delights 
„in this life, followes eternall death, where ſhall be 
endleſſe werpingand goahing of _-- | WES 
allo conſidered, that Go hauing created man, to 
be Lord of the whole world, man ſhould not yeeld 
himſelſe as a _ ry ſlaue to ſuch vile creatures; 
That the whole world is not a portion worthy of 
the children of this 75 King: That God bath 
not indewed me with an immortall ſoule to be in- 
tangled in the things, which haue but onely the 
dignitie to be mortall: That my ſoule being of an 
| heaucnly nature, ought to mount aboue all theſe 
terreſtrialthings, and to aſpire to thoſe things 
that are aboue. % | 
In a word, I concluded that I ſhould make but 
diaz 8,28. an ill match of it, to win the whole world, if for 
it ! ſhonldloſe my ſoule, and that it would proue 
but a meane comlort to goe to hell, laden with 
many Titles. x 
For this cauſe I gane my ſelfe to meditate on the 
Luke 10.41, {ayingof Chriſt, Thos careff and art troubled about 
mary things, but ane thing is 42. 4 I gave hecd 
* — — our 2 in 7 | 
Mat, 6.33. Mathew, Chap.6. Firft ſeeke the king Goa, 
13” and hanger ntl theſe things ſball be ad- 
val 6, x7, ded uno aan. Andi S. John, not for 
the meate that periſpeth, but fer that which enduretb 
la cternall life. I taſted allo the verrue of Pauls cor. 
2 Tim, 6,72, Gialt words, 1 Tim, 6, Godlineſe with comtenrmen? 
i 


9 
great gains. For we brought nothing into this world, 
audit ij certaine we ſball carrie nothing out. Therefore 
haning food and {cms let ws therewith be content. 


And becaule ples haue oſten the force of 


inſtructions, I ſer before me the Prophet Moſes, ys. Ir 10 


I ho being come to age, refuſed to be called the ſonne of 
Phartohs daughter : chooſmy rather to 7 Hau 
with the of God, then to enjoy the pleaſures of - 
finne for a ſeaſon. Eftceming the rebuke of Ee a- 
ter riches, then the trea revenue for be hates 25 
to the ret don the writing 
of Dawid, whe ieth more, that "te — 
Gods a 105 4 hee was King of 1/raell, 
preferring the houſe 5 God, before his Palace 
Royall. As alſo I thong t on the ſaying of * 
— Prince, che ee ur Theo 1445, W 
ferred his being Cen tothe houſe of 
foreall the eval his Empire. But aboue al 
me thought I was wonderfully rauiſhed in conſt 
dcring the Apoſtle S. Paul who had bin brought 
vp atthe ſeete of iel, whovnderſtood the ſe- 
cret of Sciences, and ſpake the language of An- 
cls who had whereof to boaſt as con the 
i. ſh, having all the aduan * Nabe A. 
ded, and yet he ee 3. That wich wat 
3 ermed loſſe The cb Tas kae 
pd = all things to be loſſe onto me for the excellent 
knowledge of teſuws Clriſ my Lord. For whoſe ſake 
thee grey fo of all things, and doe ivage 
dung, that I may winze Chrift. The like is 
layd of all che A who vſe this ſpeech to 
Chriſt, We have leſt all 


And 


Phil. 3. 195 


all, and 4 thee. - Mat 19.4% 


10 

And that which moſt comfarted me, was the 
anſwere of our Sauiour, Verily] ſay vnto you, that 
who oeuer hath fo Aken hon s, or.bret hren, or ſiſters, 
or fathet, of mothei for my ſake, and the Goſpels, ſhall 
"| receiue an hundred folde as much, and ſhall inherite e. 

" ternall life. 1 | | | 
And therefore euen as the Apoſtles forſooke 
cheir Nets to follow Ieſus Chriſt; Ialſo put from 
me theſe vaine cares, and the deccicfull hopes 
which intangled my minde, and with the royail 
1. Prophet I concluded, O Lord, thou art my potti- 
Plat 029-55 In, haue determined to kecpe thy law. And that 
Lake 11.28. 4s Chriſt faith, T hoſe are bleſſed ich heare the 
word of God and keepeit; As alſo with Au, 7 
haue choſen the good part, which ſhall nat bee taken 
from mt. I ſayd in my ſelfe, hat though I poſſeſſe 
not great things here vn earth, yet ſhall I bee rich 
in tllee, and an inherttour of the kingdome, which 
God hath promiſed to thoſe that loue him; I ſhall 
poſſeſſe that peatle of inualuable price, to wit the 
"Knowledge of the Goſpell, and the graces of the 
U I ſhall be agorned with Teſus Chriſt, the ri- 
ches of Iracl, and the glory of our hope. And ] 
ſhall obfaine a treaſure in heauen here the moth 
corrupteth not, and where theeues neither breake 
through, nor ſteale; If I lacke honor among mor- 
tall men; God will ſingle me out as among his 
moſt precious Tewels ; I ſhaltenter into the royall 
Prieſtoqd, and Imay boaſt; that Tam deſcended 
of the moſtauncientnobilicietharmay be, ſeeing 
the titles of Gods houſe and familie ate more aun- 
„ + Clent then heaven and earth: and if 1-forſake 


worldly 


Luke 10, 42. 


11 

worldly pleaſares, I ſhall haue ſpiricuall gladnes z 
I ſhall reioyce in God my Suuiour, with a Toy vn- 2 Per. 1. 8, 
ſpeakeable and glorious: and as Danid taking his 
fight into the Deſerts, comforted himſelſe in the 
expectation of the kingdome which God had 
promiſed him; ſo, will I comfort my ſelſe in look- 
ing for thoſe eternall felicities, which God hath 
reſerued for me among the Angels. To be ſhorr, 
if with Ieſus Chriſt I haue not whereon to reſt my 
head, Iwill reioyce that in Teſts Chriſt I haue 
peace of Conſcience: chat God is the portion of Pkl. 6. f. 
mine heritage, and of my Cup alwayes. O Lord ,.. . 
of hoſts, how am iable are thy dwelling places / mm 
foule ceaſeth not, greatly to long, yea, euen fain- 
teth for the courts of the Lord, my heart and my 

eln reioyce in the living God. For a day in thy vat a. 
Courts, is better then athouſand elſe· where, l had 
rather be a doorc-keeper in the houſedf my God, 
then to dwell in the rents of wickedneſſe. 

Now it my fleſh were loth to forſake her com- 

mo dities, ſnee thought it yet more ſtrange to be- 
take her ſelſe vnto ſuch an vnpleaſing condition: 
ſnee thought it folly and madneſſe to enter into a 
path all paged with thornes, and filled with af- 

flictions: ſhe ſer before me the reproch ofthe Goſ- 
pell, but eſpecially in theſe woefull times, in 
which pietie is hereſie, and wherein it is counteda 
diſhonour to ſerve Chriſt, But according to the 
Apoſtles example, I ſhooke off this Viper, with-A% 28. 
out taking any hurt, I beleeued that I ought to 
contemne this contempt, according to the ſaying 

of the Apoſtle, 7 am not aſhamed of the Goſpell of Rom. 1. 10. 
| B3 Chrift, 


— 


Y 
. © 
* 


Exo. 1 2. 8. 


Nuth. 2. 


Gen. Jo 


Chriſt, ſeeing it is the power of God to ſaluation to all 


Iz 


that beleeue. | thought it better to ſhare with Gods 
children in ti e worldsreproach, then to be had in 
exccration beforc God and his Angels, and wil- 
lingly to be made the ofſcouring ot the earth, ſee · 
ing ſo | might be made heauens delight. 

7 thought it folly to imagine I ſhould reape, bo- 


ſore J had ſowed, to ouercome without conflict, 


and to be crowned, before I had run my race to 
the end, and that it is impoſſible to partake of the 
excellencie of Chriſts croſſe, without feeling the 
weight of it, ſeeing the paſchall Lambe was to be 
eaten with ſoure herbs, and the bread of the Lord, 
like that of Boaz, muſt be eaten with dipping it in 
vineger. | 

I conſider, that ſeeing the kingdome of Teſus 


Chrrſt is not of this world, it were extreame foliſh- 


nes in me, to ſecke the world in his kingdome, or 
to thinke of reſt in his kingdome, ho is the ene- 
mie of our Father, or not to make proſeſſion of 
the Goſpell til perſecutions be ended, or to ſet be- 
fore vs Ieſus Chriſt without his Croſſe, or a Goſ- 
pell without reproach. Totarry till God had tra- 
oed out a new way to heauen, and till the worlde 
and Satan ſhould ceaſe to bee; for the enmitie of 
the old Serpent, which began inthe earthly Para- 
dice, will neuer haue an ende, till wee become to 
the heauenly, 


Laiſo thought that ther is no afflictiõ for the Go- 


ſpell which leſus Chriſt hath not fore-cold, & that 


luch as are enrolled for ſervants in his armic,muſt 


- acceptitvpon condition, that whoſoever will come 


after 


13 


* 


after me, mnft deny himſcife, and tals vp his Croſſe, 
ks we, Iclus Chriſt tels vs that ii we will cB+*Mar, 2. 133 
ter into life eternall, wee muſt paſſe through ihe 


{raighr gate, and this is that tage which in 
this life he tels his Apoſtle he muſt rake for his pa- 


trimonie, I will ſbew him bam many i hing kee maſt AR. g. 16. 


ſaffer for uy ſake. A leſſon which the Apolile ſets vs 


al to take out, laying; Br many affli7 tens we maſt ene Ad. 14. 22. 


ter into the king dome of hauen, and 2. Tim. 3. All that 
will liue godly in C briſt Ieſus muſt ſuſfer perſecution. 

I ſnake of delicacie, when I caſt mine eyes vpon 
Daniel, ho choſe rather to be caſt into the Lyons 
den, then to giue over lifting vp his hands to hea- 
_— vponthole OI —_ choſe rather 
robee expoſed to the mercy ofthe ce, 
then to bow before an Idol, and v 1 
cloudes of witneſſes, who were willing rather to 
— their blood, then defile themſelues with Ido- 
atrie. | 


Chriſt the author and ſiniſber of our 
iey that was ſet before — — 4 


uh who fer the 
por de- 


2 Tim, 3. 1. 


' Andaboueall I was aftonied in bebelding 7ofus Reb 11. 


ſbiſed the ſbume: For, the ſernant is not greater then bis nas : - of 


maſter, nor the Ambaſſader greater thenbee that [ent 
lum. Sccing our head was crowned withthornes, 
and was I vinegar to drinke, all ſtreami 
ouer with blood, what a vile ſhame is it for vs his 
members, to deſire the enioying of all our liber- 
ries hecre below in this idle world, or to lie 
ſucking at the breaſts of the poyſonful ſweets ther 
0 or as much as Teſus Chriſt hath ſuffered fb 


much for our ſaluation, is it not iuſt & equall chat 
B 4 wee 
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| - wee our ſelues to ſuffer for his-glory, ac. 
Heb. 1 3:13. S iſ wo cht exhortation of the Apollle 4 VS 

0 2 wi out of the cumpe, braring bus reproach? 

For Ialſo thought, that to eſcape a theefe in 
the way, Iought not to caſt my ſelf headlong into 
inũinite and · ineuitable miſeries. For what corzic 
i more ſencible and intollerable, then. that of an 
euill conſcience? yea, all the tortures in this life, 
are but light flea-birings in reſpect of thoſe eternal 

| puniſhments, wherewith God will puniſk thole, 
Nen. 14. 3. 10. Who worſoip the beaſt & his Image and whoſocucy they 
. be that rerciue the marke of the beaſt in their foreheada 
But that which did yet fortifie mee moſt of all, 
was the conſolation which the Apoſtle giues vs, 
em. l. 28. ſaying in his Epiſtle to the Romanes : That all 
thinges worke together for good to thoſe that lone Gad. 

Ver. 29. That by afflictions, we are made conformable to the J- 
Rom, 8:18, Mage of the Sanne God: and that all our ſufferings 
Frihu preſent life, being well weighed, are not worthie 
© ofthe glomy which is to come, and ſhall in due time bee 
2 Cor. 4.17, . repealed vnto vs, For our light affliction which is but 
for a moment, works in vs a farre moreexcellent and 
elernill weight of glory whilſt wee locke vpon, not the 
thing+whith are ſeen, but on the things which are not 
. ſerne, which are etermall. For thoſe who are come out of 
great tribalatiam anil have waſhed their long roles: and 

b made them white in the blood of the Lambe, that ſtand 
*. er. and ſernc him day and night 

6 in his Temple; ſhall haue na more hunger, nor thirſt, 

the ſunne ſhall not light vpon them, nor any heat, for 
+7. the Lambe which is in the mitt of the throne, ſhall feede 
hem, and lade them to the fountaines of lining mau, 

1 pat 
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and God (all wipe eway alltemrerfrom their eyes." 
That a which cauſed me to change my note, 
and to thinke nothing ſweeter then the waters ot 
Mara, when Chriſt our true Moſes caſts into them 
the wood of his Croſſe, aſſuring vs of the myxit of 
huis death and paſſion: yea, L dare ſay, that af flic- 
tions for the name of Chriſt doe bring with then 
more true ioy and comſort to the faichfull ſoule, 
then the whole world furniſhed with all her con 
tentments to a prophana wretch. And therefore 
Chriſt faith, Bleſſed are they who are perſecuted yo Mar. 5. 26; 
rizhteouſue(ſe ſaktyſor theirs an-tberking dome. of hea» = 
ven. Bleſſed are je when men renile you and perſernte N erſe . 
jou, and ſhall ſay all manner of euill ſating againſt you 
falſely, for my names ſake, ne eye and he glad forgreat . 
15 aur reward in heantn;: for ſoiperſrented they: the * * > © 
Prophets which were before you.” That is it which - + - 
Ara — Ay duet lr Tam.s, x; - 
tlie it perfed? joy mien you fall to diners mD 
oh 9 ohg: Peter, reiaycerimas it: 
much as yer ate: partakers, of Chriſts ſufferings, 
that when his gloryſhall 2 may be glad 
and reioyce: It ye be railed vpon for the name of 
Chꝛiſt, hleſſed arę ye, ſor the [pirit.ofgloryand of 
God teſieth ypon you, Thence'itistharthe. Apo- 
ſdes in the 4&@swent away reioycing, that they 48. f. 4. 
were counted worthic'to ſuffer rebuke for the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt. And that the Apoſtle Saint 
faul who had been rapt vp into the third heauen, 
and had heard words hic are vnexpreſſable; 
v hich is not poſſible for man to vtter, choſe yet 
tather to teioyce in hiaſuſferipgs. Thesen 
| 4. *4%g G 
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3 
he fora time poſſeſſodamopg the Angels, being 
paec vnto him to reio ce in the mideſꝭ of rhe 
2 Cor. 12. 10. ; 6 take plans (Gait he) in reproches, in 
cM — inper ſcontions in angniſhes for Chriſt, for 
when Tam meake, then d um fang. From thence it 
2 came, that out ofthe middeſt of his moſt in ward 
Cor. 5.4. paſſions, he eric oui I fle wick conſolation, 
Tu full nithiaymarramd mur is all our affliction, 
Phil, 1. 29. for full uell he know, f i in freely gien vs for 
etw iſtʒ net anel ta lalreuo in hem, hui alſo to ſuffer for 
Cee BY 30 


£2 of 6! ks ſakes * 
cording to Chriſt his exhor- 


And thereforcat 

Mat. 18. 26. tation, I beleegcdrharFoughrnor to feare thoſe 

' who hauing killed rho bodte, can doe no more, 

das ſtare him maker; whoear deſtroy both bo- 

z Cor. 1. . die and ſouloin hell ſire and chat, if ehe ſufferings 

obChriſt aboand in vs, the confolarionsof Chrilt 

: Tis. . i. ſhall abound in vs alſo. we dis] Chrift, chat 

; wur hall alſoliue wich him. Nhat if we foffer wich 

N, , % , hinyjwo ſhalh alſd raigne wir Nn And that if 

an ill ue his life,hefhalt foſt it; and whoſoeuer 

ſhalt loſe his life for Chriſts ſake; and rhe Goſpels, 
he ſhall ſaue it. FL 4 {v1 
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Andnomarmileifneithernioetirentsnor pro- 
mites ofthe world prevailed witi-me, t hinder 
mo from giuing· glory to God; Reing the world 
can promiſe nothing which is more excellent 
then the kingdome of heauem nor chreaten any 
thing more terrible then the paines of hell: But as 
wich a ſtedſaſt eye I looked vpon the world which 
L now-forlake, and the croſſe which I embrace: 
ſoon the other fide, hen I come to caſt mine 


cyes 
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es vpon you (moſt honoured Father and Mo- 
hep) — 5 ſer before me your tender affeRions, 
and parernall loucs; whiiſt I call ro minde with 
what mildneſſe you brought me vp; what care 
you had of my education, ſparing no colt to in- 
ſtruct me in the knowledge of good letters, ſra- 
ming my mind to the loue of vertue: and then a. 
gaine, when I thought how nnch affliction and 
diſcomfort my departing would bring vnto you 
in ſollowing a Religion, tbe excellencie whercof 
you yet diſcerne not. N | 
All theſe things I (ay well weighed, ſo wrought 

vpon mine affections, that it hath cauſed floods of 
teares to fall from mine eyes, and to be brought 
as it were to nothing, for the truth is, my loue to- 
wardes you is ſo ardent and reſpectiue, that if it 
were but to endure any remporali-paniſhmencs, 
I had rather ſuffer a thouſand torments and tor- 
tures, then to breed you the leſt diſtontoatment: 

yea, I ingenuoufly conſoſſe, that this cunſideruti · 
on ſo farre preuailed with me, chat it had ina man · 
ner ſtayed me from procreding on in this faire 
path, wherein I now walke, if God (hauing com- 
pom of mine infirmiticyhad not draune me on 

y the hand of his grace, and ſtrengtiumed m 

weakeneſſe, to hearken to the words of our Suui- 


our; ii bo ſo loueth father or mother more thine, is Mat. 10. 37. 


not worthie of me :- As alſo to that anſivere which 
he made him which ſaid, I will 
but firſt eine meleane to — thofe that are at 
mine houſe; None that purtethius 


analooketh backe, is fit for the kingdome of God. + 
N n Then 


follow thee Lord Luke g. 6x, 
dye theplmgh, © 


Gen. 12,1. 


AR. 4.19, 


2 Cor. 6. 18. 
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Then I conſidered, that God called me to the 
ſame condition vnto which he called the Father 
of the faichfull, Goe out of the countrie, and rom 
thy kindre d, and from thy Fathers houſe, to goe into a 
countrie which 1 will ſhew thee. | 

thought that, it l was bound to reſpect the fa. 
ther of my body, I was much more bound to re- 
ſpea#Father of my ſpirit, and that it was bet- 
ter to obey God then men. 

And the better to alay this bitternes, I comfor- 
ted my ſelfe with the ſweetnes ofthe gracious pro- 
miſes ot my good God, / will recriue you aud will be 
a father unto you and you ſhalbe my ſonnes, and duugh . 
ters, ſaith the Lord Almighty, 2. Cor. 6. Whence | 
came to conclude thus with my ſelfe, I forſake 
my fathers houſe, but I enter into the houſe of 
God, Icftrange my ſelfe from my naturall parents 
but [enter into that high and noble alliance and 
ſpirituall kindred which is named in heauen and 
in earth, of which leſus Chrift is the head. //her 
my father and my mother forfake me, the Lord will ga- 


ther me vp. Add alſo, that with this conſolation I 


comforted my ſelfe thus, namely, that I entred not 
into a Church which vnder pretence of piety tea- 
cheth meto caſt off the bands of natural] reſpects 
and dutie, but which commands all Chriſtians to 
houriſh within them the cordial affections of true 
charitie inſiructing children to honour their fa- 
therandmorher in all things, in the Lord. The 
honour and loue which I owe you, are too faſt en- 
graued in my breaſt to be blotted out. The bands 
wherwith Iam knit vnto you, are too ſtrong — 

roxen,. 
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broken, and my deſire to acknowledge your fa- 
uours ſhall neuer die in me, till I die. 
Now I nothing doubt but you will witnes with 
me how blameleſſe my converſation was during 
the time I conuerſed amongſt you, Iwas allo in- 
flamed with a moſt ardent affection ro make it ap- 
care vnto you, that it was neither raſhnes nor 
ighines, which cauled mee to change Religion. 
Put Ionely ſuffered my ſelfe to be vanquiſhed by 
the power of truth, & the motions of Gods holy 
Spirit : to which purpoſe yau know f endeuoured 
my ſelſe in your preſence to mainraine this cruch 
agaiuſtſuch Doctors as you approned of, (which 
[ often did in particuler conterences (hauing lear- 
ned, that God perfect᷑s his prayſe by the mouth of babes Mas. 11. 25. 
and perfects his power in our weakeneſſe. For as God 
hides his ſecrets from the wiſe and prudent & reweales 
them vnto httle ones, So hath the Truth greater 14... 11.25 
force iti the mouth of a childe, then a lye in the 
mouth of all the Doctors in the worlde. But the 
miſeries of theſe times not permitting me tb enter 
into ſuch diſputes, without expoſing my per- 
ſon to manifeſt danger, and not minding to en- 
ter into the Church of GOD through trouble: 
As alſo that diſputations no adayes are rather 
lowd then fruitſull: becauſe they diſpute onely to 
diſpute, ſtriuing rather for victory then truth, 
thought it euery way better, and more to edifica- 
tion, ro ſet downe my reaſons of this my alterati- 
on and change by writing: to which che grace of 
God aſſiſting me, I will without ceaſing ende- 
uour, now that God of his mercy hath given mee 
C 3 to 
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to arriue in ſach a place, where it is lawfull both 
to ſpeake and write the truth. For I hold my ſelſe 
ſtill bound to giue you an account of my procec- 
dings, and I ſhould thinke my ſelſe happy, if this 
little light which God hath communicated vato 
* me, might ſomething enlighten your darkeneſſe, 
tken ſhould I willingly yeelde my Spirit to God 
that gaue it, if I might ſee youwith my ſelfe walk- 
ing the way to liſe and happineſſe. 

In ion whereof I beſeech the great 
God and father of mercies, that hee will make vs 
all mind one and the ſame thing in Chriſt, that he 
will repleniſh you with the ioyes and comforts of 
his holy Spirit, granting vs all the grace, that af- 
ter wee haue glorified him a little while heere on 
earth, wee may be glorified with him for euer in 
heauen, euen with that glory which hee hath pre- 
pared for vs before the foundation of the world. 


So prayeth he who craues that you will alwayes 


belceue it, euen vnto the altar. 


vor maſt hunlit, moſt offeFlionate, 
and moſt obedient Sonne, 
de VriLLac. 


Erom SED A Ny this 3. of 
Auguſt, 1621. 
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